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DETAILED ACTION 
Election/Restrictions 

The reply filed on 4 May 2005 is not fully responsive to the prior Office Action because 
applicant failed to include an election of the invention to be examined even though the 
requirement was traversed (37 CFR 1 .143). The practice set forth in 37 CFR 1 . 135(c) does 
not apply where there has been a deliberate omission of some necessary part of a complete 
reply; rather, 37 CFR 1 .135(c) is applicable only when the missing matter or lack of 
compliance is considered by the examiner as being "inadvertently omitted." For example, if 
an election of species has been required and applicant does not make an election because he 
or she believes the requirement to be improper, an amendment on its face is not a "bona fide 
attempt to advance the application to final action" (37 CFR 1. 135(c)), and the examiner is 
without authority to postpone decision as to abandonment. Furthermore, applicant's 
response fails to present the required specific arguments pointing out the specific distinctions 
believed to render the newly presented claims patentable over any applied references. See 37 
CFR1. 111(b). 

Since the period for reply set forth in the prior Office action has expired, this application 
will become abandoned unless applicant corrects the deficiency and obtains an extension of 
time under 37 CFR 1 . 136(a). 

The date on which the petition under 37 CFR 1 .136(a) and the appropriate extension fee 
have been filed is the date for purposes of determining the period of extension and the 
corresponding amount of the fee. In no case may an applicant reply outside the SIX (6) . 
MONTH statutory period or obtain an extension for more than FIVE (5) MONTHS beyond 
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the date for reply set forth in an Office action. A fully responsive reply must be timely filed 
to avoid abandonment of this application. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Scott Beliveau whose telephone number is 571-272-7343. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 8:30 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John W. Miller can be reached on 571-272-7353. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information 
for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information 
about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access 
to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 
(toll-free). 
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